THE

MESSENGER
Achieve with us.
Summer Issue, Quarterly Newsletter

Serving people
with intellectual
and
developmental
disabilities and
their families.

I N THIS I SSUE
24th Annual OE+
Charity Golf

1,2

Construction Update

2

Human Rights

2

Employment First

3

CBDS

4

News from the Family
Support Center

5-6

Membership

7

Happenings

3, 7

Kudos

7

1250 West Chestnut Street
Brockton, MA 02301
Phone: 508-583-8030
Fax: 508-583-1739
E-mail: baarc@brocktonarc.net
The newsletter is also available
online at www.brocktonareaarc.org
Check us out on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/Brocktonarc)
and Twitter (www.twitter.com/
Brocktonarc).

August 2017

The 24th Annual OE+
Charity Golf Tournament
Another record!! The 24th Annual OE+
Charity Golf Tournament is the most
successful, to date! The new owners of
OE+, Motorcar Parts of America, Inc.
(MPA), most generously donated
$20,000.00 again this year. Our
heartfelt thanks are offered to Mr.
Selwyn Joffee, the CEO of MPA.
The total tournament proceeds will
exceed $72,000.00!! As the recipients
of the OE+ Tournament proceeds, the
Brockton Area Arc is most grateful to
everybody who contributed.
The two tournament organizers, Eric
Roberts, the former owner and
president of OE+, and Steve Petluck
from the Brockton Area Arc did a
tremendous job of planning and
organizing another very successful
tournament. Steve worked closely with
Eric throughout the year. Their terrific
teamwork always results in great
success. We thank Eric and Steve very
much for all of their efforts on behalf of
BAArc.
When this year’s $72,000.00 total is
added to the $559,000.00 raised by the
previous 23 tournaments, the new total
is $631,000.00!! ALL of the money
raised by this tournament goes, and
has gone, directly to our programs and
services. As I am fond of saying, “We

have not had to say no to anyone in
need of our services for 24 years,
because of the OE+ Charity Golf
Tournament.” And, for that, we remain
truly grateful.
Sincere Thanks are extended to the
DeMattia Charitable Foundation for
their generous donation of $5,000.00.
We thank Rick Roche and Roche Bros.
Supermarkets and David Noble and In
Good Health for their $3,000.00
donations, supporting the tournament
as Gold Sponsors!
We also thank Autoparts International,
Fitzgerald Appraisal, Edelman Financial
Services, Bank of America, Cape Cod
Café, DMR Construction, Eastern Bank,
Jonathan Phillips , Sharkansky &
Company, Stephen Frederick, and
Victory Human Services for Their
$1,200.00 contributions as Bronze
Sponsors.
We thank the Paul and Phyllis Fireman
Charitable Foundation for supporting
this tournament and BAArc with their
$2,000.00 donation!
We also thank the following generous
friends for their donations: Abington
Savings Bank, Ace Surgical Supply,
Amen Khoury, Andrew Adelson,
Angergame Architects, Apothecare
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South Shore, Bob Landry, Bob Romanow, David
Skok, Dr. Bruce Weinstein, Ira Davis, John Crook,
Jordan Fine, Joseph Young, Marc Milman, Michael
J. Marshall, Milt Yanofsky, Peter Sessa, Schclair
Sales, Stan Waldstein, and The Realty Advisor,
Inc..
Special thanks to the twenty-eight companies and
individuals who donated $300.00 to be Hole
Sponsors. Further thanks go the forty-seven
companies, organizations, and people who donated
prizes for the splendid raffle.
We thank BAArc Board members, Mike Palladino,
Shaun Fitzgerald, Bob Andreola, and Bob Mulvoy
for their active and generous support of this year’s
tournament.
For the eighth year, we used our tournament book
to acknowledge everybody who supported the
24th OE+ Charity Golf Tournament. We thank
those Brockton Area Arc members, staff, and
friends who support the Tournament Book. Kudos
to Nancy Isabelle for a great job of designing and
compiling the Tournament Book.
Additional thanks go to Joanne Schneider with
Eastern Bank for volunteering her day to help at
the tournament. We are grateful to Michael and
Virginia Maquire for volunteering to help for the
day. We thank Gail Delgado, Nicole Divens, Al
Milne, Leila Miranda, Giselle Dias, Ginny Lynch,
and Christie Lovelette (Eric’s daughter) for all of
their help with the tournament.
Finally, we thank all of the golfers who participated
on July 17th at the Fall River Country Club and
helped make it a wonderful day.
Thank you ALL!
By Jay Lynch, Executive Director
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Our website rewritten
www.brocktonareaarc.org
Have you checked out our new website yet? You
will especially like the Calendar feature which
includes all the recreation activities for all ages and
workshops being offered by our Family Support
Center.
Let us know what you think. Are we missing
something you would like us to include?

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Phase Three work is continuing. The new spaces
for CBDS programming, including a kitchen, have
been framed in. Other office and program space is
taking shape. The work may be completed by midSeptember.
When the work is finished, we will move into the
new spaces and begin planning the ”Open House”.
In the meantime, while we are sharing the
renovated Family Support Center space, we are all
enjoying the new air conditioning this summer.

RECRUITING BROCKTON AREA ARC
SEEKING HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MEMBERS
“The Brockton Area Arc Human Rights Committee's
general responsibility is to assist BAArc to affirm,
promote, and protect the human and civil rights of
individuals served and to monitor and review the
activities of BAArc with regard to the human and
civil rights of those individuals…”
Some major topics of discussion and review at
HRC meetings are:
 Review of incident reports, investigations and
complaints
 Policy, procedure and by-law review
 Supports and health related protections
 HRC request for follow-up information from the
BAArc HRC coordinator
The HRC meets once every other month on the first
Wednesday of the month at 5pm starting with
supper provided by BAArc. and usually ends no
later than 7pm.
If you are interested in becoming a voting member
of BAArc's HRC please contact: Rob Biela, BAArc
HRC Coordinator; 508-583-8030 x213 or
rbiela@brocktonarc.net
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EMPLOYMENT FIRST NEWS


Another busy summer season at the Brockton
Rox. This is our 4th season starting with 3
workers four years ago to this summer’s 7
workers. Albert Milne and Jomo Johnson
who are ticket takers, and Latheria Gilmore,
Carl Eric Anderson, Dacia Hood, Dennis
DaCruz, and Elvis Soares. The season has
been extended slightly as the Brockton Rox's
first place finish brought them into the playoffs.



We applied through The Goddard Foundation
for a grant to fund our Fast Track To
Employment Program, that will allow us to
provide paid internships to individuals we serve.
We began developing relationships with local
businesses in the hopes of creating internship
opportunities in the community.



Jomo Johnson is now 6 months into his
training to become a swim instructor, and has
improved greatly, enough so that he has
successfully lead children's swim class on his
own under supervision of his mentor.



Ron Baird and Tom Puleo have stepped up to
be the main two people doing window washing
training and are becoming a strong team when
working together.



Onelia Goncalves and Elvis Soares continue
to love their jobs at Walgreens and are working
on completing their new hire training modules.



Job development welcomes our newest
individual Jovan Butler who is already off to a
great start working at the USESI, redemption,
and lawn crew.



We have partnered with United States Electrical 
Services Inc. to provide a group employment
opportunity where we send a team of 3
individuals and a job coach to work at the
USESI warehouse doing light maintenance and 
cleaning.



Our Recreation Coordinator has just
completed developing the Fall activities for all
ages. There is something for everyone.
For more information check out the
Calendar on our website.





Al Milne is now doing customer service and the
cash register in our redemption center. This is a
big step for him.

Dawn Griffin has successfully been working for
Mass Advocates doing trainings.

UPCOMING RECREATION ACTIVITIES



Our last three graduates from Fast Track were
Elvis Soares, Amy Lataille, and Christian
Crooker.

By highlighting the event in the Calendar,
you will see more information.
By clicking on the event, you will see all the
information including appropriate age group
and cost, if any.
Under Services, Recreation Programs, you
will be able to view the flyer for each age
group.

Please contact Christina Grande at
recreation@brocktonarc.net to register for
these events.

13th Annual Heartbeats for Down
Syndrome Buddy Walk
Sunday, October 1st
Cardinal Cushing Center
Registration at 12, Walk at 1 pm
Join us as we raise awareness at the 2017
Heartbeats Buddy Walk®. Whether you have
Down syndrome, know someone who does, or just
want to show your support, take the first step and
donate or register today! Register at:
www.ds-stride.org/heartbeatsbuddywalk

Pam Shaw at the
Fuller Craft
Museum on
8/11/17
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CBDS Activities
Golf for All Program
Scott Britton and Gerry
McGonagle attend Golf for All,
a series of weekly free clinics
for adults with autism from May
16, 2017 until October 10, 2017
at the Leo J. Martin Golf Course
in Weston. They have both
really improved their game.

Free Fun Fridays
A small group took advantage of a "Free Fun
Friday" outing to The JFK Library on Columbia
Point, Boston on July 25,2017. While there we
were able to view and learn about John F.
Kennedy and his family.
The Library took us from JFK's infancy through
WWII, his boat PT 109, marriage, the birth of his
children and his election. It showed clips of his
family football games and sailing on the cape. We
were also able to enjoy the attire worn by the first
lady Jaclyn Kennedy as well as the gifts that were
given to the President and First Lady from other
countries.
This was enjoyed by all that went and ended with
a picnic lunch by the water.
We’ve also been to the Fuller Craft Museum in
Brockton, Plymouth Plantation, and the
Buttonwood Park Zoo in New Bedford as part of
the Free Fun Fridays program.
Joanni, Kiabely, and Latheria attend a 45 minute
weekly Zumba class at the Easton YMCA. All
the other participants and the YMCA staff have
been very welcoming and friendly to them as we
continue to seek out inclusion activities.
On July 27, a group of six individuals
and two BAArc staff went to the
opening day of the New England
Patriots training camp. The group
was excited to see Tom Brady in the flesh working
on plays that they may see on TV. They were
speculating about this season and Superbowl
aspirations!

Happy Feet Hikers Adventures
Happy Feet hikers, consisting of five individuals and
two BAArc staff, went to Great Woods in Mansfield
on August 4th for a four– mile hike. Along the way,
they observed nature in the “Great Woods”. They
started the trail seeing a 3-ft black racer snake
sunning himself. As soon as
we approached, he raced
away. The trail made them
weave in and out of deep and
dark areas and go through
fields with all kinds of
wildflowers. The individuals
enjoyed a big laugh when
Ernie, a staff member, jumped
wildly when he walked through
a large spider web and found
the owner, a rather large
spider, on him! When they
encountered a brook on the trail, the group had to
navigate a log bridge
using balance and
coordination skills.
They all did it
successfully and no
one got wet! The trek
ended with viewing a
field with wild grapes.
For a real challenge,
the group hiked the 5
mile Rail Trail on
August 9th beginning
in Abington. Four
individuals and two
staff walked from
Abington through Rockland and ended in Hanover.
Along the route in Rockland, they passed a stadium
of baseball and softball
fields. The walk was
split into 3 and 2 mile
segments. After 3 miles,
the hikers were treated
to pizza at Themis Pizza
in Rockland. We visited
the Rockland Police
Station as it was on our
route. Even though the
hike was five miles, the
participants finished with full bellies and big smiles.
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For more information about items listed below, unless otherwise specified,
508-583-8030, ext. 224 (Kathy) or 219 (Danielle)
508-583-8030, ext. 223 (Cape Verdean) ext 311 (Haitian)
508-583-8030, ext. 209 (recreation)

New Family Support Center
On June 5, the Family Support Center moved
into its new space at the Brockton Area Arc. Our
team is thrilled with this move and the potential it
has for increasing support to families! The new
Center is welcoming and comfortable. Each of
the coordinators has her own office, and this
ensures privacy for families who visit us.
Although we are currently sharing space with
folks in the CBDS and Employment Programs, in
a short time we will have the full use of a new
conference room for meetings, a sunny room for
larger meetings and other activities, and a
Resource Library that families and individuals
will be able to use. Please stop by to say hello
and to check out the new Center!

Transition Parents Support Group
Is your child between the ages of 13 and 21?
Are you looking for information and support that
will help you navigate through the transition
years? Then please join us for a monthly
meeting that explores transition, planning for the
future, and related topics.
When:

Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8:30

Dates:

Sept. 19, Oct. 17, and Nov. 14

Where:

BAArc Family Support Center

Please call Kathy Kerwin for more information.

26th SE Family Leadership Series
The Series focuses on supporting families and
individuals to live in their communities as
naturally and typically as desired. Applications
from families with children or adult family
members of any age with any disability who
are Department of Developmental Services
eligible are encouraged.
The Family Leadership Series has a three-fold
purpose. The first is to offer information about
“best practices” for people with disabilities. The
second is to assist families in creating a vision
for their family member and a process to achieve
the vision through leadership and advocacy.
The third is to develop family leaders who will
advocate at the local and state level to improve
the lives of individuals with disabilities.
The dates of the SE Family Leadership Series
26 are: October 27 & 28, 2017; January 19 &
20; March 9 & 10; and April 20 & 21, 2018.
Each session is two days in length. Participants
are required to attend all four sessions.
There is no charge for families who attend the
Family Leadership Series.
For more information, or to register, go to the
Mass. Families Organizing for Change website:
www.mfofc.org. The BAArc Family Support
Center can also mail applications. Please
contact us.
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Interdependence: The Route to Community

This fall, the EBY is hosting 3 FREE inclusive
programs for children and teens of any ability.
For more information, contact:
SCave@oldcolonyymca.org or 508-378-3913

This Conference is sponsored by the SE Mass
Family Leadership Series. The conference will
take place October 14, 2017 from 10 am to 3 pm
at the Taunton Holiday Inn.

Drumbeat Ability: Begins week of October 2
Mondays 4:15 - 5:00 p.m., ages 13+
Saturdays 11:30 - 12:30, ages 5+

The presentation by Al Condeluci, Ph. D., will
focus on strategies and tools to promote more
opportunities for social inclusion and community
engagement for people with disabilities in their
local communities.

Fit Ability Begins October 7
Saturdays 12:30 - 1:30 p.m., ages 12+
Swim Ability
Begins October 1
Sunday 2:00 to 2:45 p.m., ages 5-7
Sunday 3:00 to 3:45 p.m., ages 8-11
Sunday 4:00 to 4:45 p.m., ages 12-17
SAVE THE DATE! The Arc of Massachusetts
Transition Conference November 4 at the
College of the Holy Cross:
The keynote speaker is Michael Wehmeyer,
Director and Senior Scientist at the Beach
Center on Disability, University of Kansas. He
has researched and written extensively on
issues pertaining to self-determination, positive
psychology and disability, transition to
adulthood, the education and inclusion of
students with severe disabilities, and technology
use by people with cognitive disabilities.
There will be more than 25 breakout sessions on
a variety of transition-related topics, such as
employment, public benefits, self-determination,
the IEP and transition, relationships and
sexuality, complex medical needs, assistive
technology, and many more. 350 people are
expected to register for this amazing conference.
Registration information will be available by the
end of August.
Dance Class Returns
to the Brockton Area Arc!
The BAArc Dance program for adults will start
up again Tuesday, September 26. 3:30 pm to
4:30 p.m. To register, or for more information,
contact Danielle Latimore at the Family Support
Center.

It is free of charge for SE Mass Family
Leadership Series graduates. Others are
welcome to attend for $20. To register: call or
email Amy Cornell at 508-999-4436 or
amycornell@nemasketgroup.org
MassMATCH Assistive Technology
Regional Center (ATRC):
Hosted by Easter Seals and staffed by Assistive
Technology (AT) specialists, ATRCs across the
state offer AT assessments and training to help
people with disabilities communicate and live
more independently in the community. The
ATRCs are a great resource for learning about
different AT devices that help with living,
learning, working and playing. Staff members
are available to select and demonstrate options
that can assist people with reading,
communicating, eating, accessing computers for
work, using social media, playing online games
and more. Devices, including iPads, can be
borrowed for 30 days to try out different apps
before purchasing. Easter Seals also offers
financial loans for purchasing expensive
equipment.
For more information, contact ATRC East/
Boston at 617-226-2640 or email:
ATRC@eastersealsma.org. More info at
www.eastersealsma.org
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To ALL the people who donated prizes for the

Annual Banquet raffle. We thank Laura and Rusty
White, Renee Berry, Tina Patricelli, Judy and Amy
Lataille, Dawn Griffin, Gail Delgado, Doris
Jackson, Dianna Landenberger, and Jack and Sam
Zade. The people who won the prizes you
donated were thrilled. Thank you ALL for helping

BAArc while making people happy.



To Jean Snow who coordinated the banquet raffle,
again this year, and Amy “Vanna” Lataille, who
expertly helped with the drawings. You added to
the fun at the banquet. Thank you, both!



To Allison McCoy who doubled her donation to
our “All Aboard The Arc! Initiative by applying to
her employer’s (Verizon) matching gift program.
Thank you, times two!!

Flu Clinic,
October 2017
Laura White and
Diane Pina, staff
at BAArc, have
been working with
Wal-Mart to hold
a Flu Clinic on
Thursday,
October 19th here
at BAArc for all
staff and
individuals who
attend our
program. The
importance of
getting a flu shot
has been the
force behind all
the hard work and
coordination
involved.
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To The Goddard Health Foundation. We thank
their grantmaking committee for finding merit in
the “Fast Track to Employment Paid Internship”
proposal we submitted. Their grant of $5,000.00
is much appreciated. We thank them for their
generous support.
To Adam Belmore for drafting and submitting
BAArc’s application to The Goodard Health
Foundation. The funding received for paid
internships will benefit many. Thank you and well
done, Adam!
To Michael and Virginia Maguire. Thank you
both for volunteering your time to help us at this
year’s 24th Annual OE+ Charity Golf Tournament.
Further thanks for your donation. Your support of
BAArc is most appreciated.

MEMBER RECOGNITION
THANK YOU FOR RENEWING YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Colleen Ahern

Jean Casey

Albert Milne

Margie Mountcastle/Petrides

Mass Advocates Standing
Strong Conference
October 14th
The Brockton Self Advocate
group has rented a vendor’s
table at the Mass Advocates
Standing Strong conference
on October 14th. They are
accepting arts and crafts
items to be sold at the
conference. Dawn Griffin and
Al Milne from BAarc are
collecting items and
answering questions. They
can be reached at
dekg81@gmail.com or
albertmilne29@gmail.com .

Marjoryann Duncan

Judith Lataille
Sharon Remedis
Visit to the Vietnam
Memorial moving wall.

